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'London: May 28, 1803.

; I have been writing to George and to Lord Nelson,
as there is an opportunity for them to-day. ^ You will
see by the papers that the debate was put off last
Thursday to next Thursday, when I shall speak, if ever
in my life, unless some event or other happens in the
interval to supersede that discussion, such as some
change of Ministry; but I know no reason to expect it,
except that the continuance of the present seems every
day more extraordinary, and I believe it is contrary to
the real wishes of the country. They have been report-
ing me First Lord of the Admiralty strongly for the
last two days, I need not say without the smallest
foundation. I feel much as you do about office. It
never was an object of vehement desire to me ; and it is
less so naturally as I approach the period of repose, and
know by experience the vanity of all gratifications of
that description. I am perfectly comfortable at present,
doing what I think right, without dependence on any
man or any party. At the same time, if those with
whom I act were to come in, and slight or depress me
below the rank that I think due to me, I should be hurt;
and, though I feel nothing like passion in my views of
that sort, it would, no doubt, be gratifying to fill once
in my life a situation of real weight and eminence.5